
Rātana Pā is one of the most recognisable 
villages in the Rangitīkei due to the distinct 
architecture of public buildings and churches 
and annual religious gatherings. 
The settlement was developed in the 1920s around Tahupōtiki 
Wiremu Rātana who attracted people to the area for his 
healing and teachings.
One of the tributaries to the nearby Lake Waipu runs through the Pā. 

Map-Marker  Rātana Temple

RĀTANA PĀ 
RĀTANA PĀ

Key community priorities

• Development of community facilities.
• Public transport options.
• Housing.
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Rātana Pā is the cultural powerhouse of  
the Rangitīkei.

VISION FOR

Rtana P

Key Themes
1   Papakāinga 

 development

2    Development of 
 community facilities 

3    Transport 
  improvements

Key Spatial Moves
P    Papakāinga 

 development

P

2

1
3

Rtana P

Legend
District Plan Zones

 Residential Zone

 Rural Zone

Map Features

 Building Footprint

 Property Boundaries  

 Green space

P

141



Key Them
es

Papakāinga development
There are approximately 120 whare in the 
village, with an additional 60 planned to the 
north of the village as part of a papakāinga 
development. 
There are also nine whare being developed along 
Rangatahi Road. The settlement has reticulated 
wastewater and drinking water. Class 2, highly 
productive, soils surround the village. There is 
support for more housing being developed in the 
village to enable people associated with the Rātana 
movement to live at the Pā.

We’ve estimated this could require up to an 
additional 87 houses by 2050. An additional  
two hectares of land could be needed to meet this 
demand. 

The identification of future growth areas will be led 
by the community. 

Rātana Pā has two shops, but no commercially 
zoned land in the settlement. There is no demand 
for additional commercial activities at this stage. 

Map-Marker  Juji Nakada Rise - Rātana Pā

Priorities
 > Enable the development of papakāinga at 

Rātana Pā.

Residential Rural 
Lifestyle Total

HOME HOME  
Number of 
houses –  per 
year

3 houses 0 houses 3 houses

HOME HOME HOME 
Number of 
houses –  by 
2050

87 houses 0 houses 87 
houses

tree tree  
Additional 
land required

2 hectares 0 hectares 2 
hectares

“More houses for people that 
are morehu.”

Community Voice

1
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Development of community facilities
Rātana Pā has a local gym, IT hub and rugby field. Local 
community facilities such as the church, marae, toilets and 
accommodation are important to the community.
The community has led the redevelopment of the local playground. 

There are community aspirations for the development of a sports hub. 

2

Priorities
 > Support the community-led development of  

community facilities. 

Map-Marker  Rātana Community Gym

“Toilets near the 
playground or 
coming into town.”

Community Voice

Map-Marker  Rātana Pā Playground - Photo: Louise Knight

3 Transport improvements
The Rātana community is reliant on private vehicles. There are 
no public transport options available.
There is one road accessing the village, which is put under pressure 
during large gatherings. 

Map-Marker  Bus stop - Rātana

“Bus for people 
that can’t afford 
transport.”

“Road access to 
Bagotts Rd.”

Community Voice

Priorities
 > Improve public transport options to connect the with 

Marton, Whanganui, and Palmerston North.
 > Improve active transport options.

Rtana P
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Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  

Key Stakeholders

Healthy 
Communities

PA
PA

KA
IN

G
A 

D
EV

EL
O

PM
EN

T

1

1.1 Support the development of housing. Long Term Strategy / Regulation
Service Provider

Rātana Pā community
Te Puni Kokiri
Regional Council

1.2 Ensure infrastructure can cope with projected growth. Long Term Service Provider

Healthy 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

D
EV

EL
O

PM
EN

T 
O

F 
 

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
FA

CI
LI

TI
ES

2 2.1 Support the community-led development of a  
sports hub. Long Term Supporter Rātana Pā community

Connected 
Communities

TR
AN

SP
O

RT
 

IM
PR

O
VE

M
EN

TS

3

3.1 Advocate for the introduction of innovative public 
transport options. Ongoing Advocate

Rātana Pā community
Waka Kotahi

3.2
Development of Active Mobility Pathways 

• Village to the junction with State Highway 3. Long Term Service provider

Action Plan

The actions identified in the Action Plan are not guaranteed to be developed. Council will consider which actions are developed through  
long term planning processes and collaboration with implementation partners.

144



Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  
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sports hub. Long Term Supporter Rātana Pā community

Connected 
Communities

TR
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EN

TS

3

3.1 Advocate for the introduction of innovative public 
transport options. Ongoing Advocate

Rātana Pā community
Waka Kotahi

3.2
Development of Active Mobility Pathways 

• Village to the junction with State Highway 3. Long Term Service provider

Quick win <1 year  |  Short term 1 - 5 years  |  Medium term 6 - 10 years  |  Long term 10+

Rtana P

145


