
Scott’s Ferry is a little slice of Heav-Inn,  
not far from the mouth of the mighty 
Rangitīkei River. 
Scott’s Ferry originally formed part of the main route from 
Wellington to Whanganui and beyond. 
By 1843 a ferry service had been established at Parewānui to take 
people across the mouth of the Rangitīkei River. Scott’s Ferry is 
named after Thomas Scott, the local ferryman who also established a 
trading post and accommodation house. 

There are about 45 homes in the village, some of which are on stilts 
following the devastating 2004 floods. 

The local beach, Moana Roa is popular for fishing and recreation. 
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SCOTT’S FERRY

SCOTT’S FERRY

Key community priorities

•	 Stormwater resilience.
•	 No more housing.
•	 Remaining connected.
•	 Improved cell phone and internet connectivity.
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Parewanui Road

Scott’s Ferry is a small coastal village, with a relaxed 
and secluded lifestyle that is hard to find anywhere. 

VISION FOR

Scott’s Ferry

2

1

R

Key themes
1  	 Lifestyle and environment

2   Resilience

Key Spatial Moves
R   Increase resilience

BEACH LOOP PATHWAY

RANGITĪKEI RIVER

Scotts Ferry

Legend
District Plan Zones

	 Residential Zone

	 Rural Zone

	 River

Map Features

	 Building Footprint

	 Property Boundaries  

	 Green space

	 Active Mobility Pathway

	 Nature Network

157



Key Them
es

Lifestyle and environment
Scott’s Ferry provides a high quality coastal lifestyle, with 
easy access to the local beach, Moana Roa. The community is 
involved in environmental restoration work.  
Scott’s Ferry is already a popular destination. The local beach is popular 
for fishing and recreation. The campground is busy, and some walkers 
on the Te Araroa Trail choose to walk through the village. 

Map-Marker  Moana Roa Beach

Priorities
	> Retaining the small village feel and sense of community.
	> Community-led environmental restoration.
	> Development of active mobility pathways.  

Community Voice

“Access to beach and 
forests.”

“Bike and walking 
trail on stopbank to 
Bulls.”

1

Map-Marker  Parewanui Road, Scott's Ferry
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Resilience
The small community is at risk from flooding from the 
Rangitīkei River. Horizons Regional Council has constructed 
stop banks to mitigate against the risk of flooding. 
The risk of flooding is likely to get worse due to the effects of  
climate change. 

Council has worked alongside the community on stormwater 
management solutions. 

Given the significant flood hazard impacting the settlement, no future 
housing development will be allowed in the village.

Cell phone and internet connectivity is an issue for residents. 

2

“Two pumps for the 
stormwater”

“Stay as it is”

Priorities
	> River flooding and stormwater resilience.
	> Improving cell phone and internet connectivity.

Map-Marker  Scotts Ferry

Community Voice

Scotts Ferry
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Action Plan

Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  

Key Stakeholders

Healthy 
Communities
Unique 
Communities
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1

1.1 Investigate the need for and possible solutions for 
traffic calming through the village. Medium Term Service provider Community

1.2
Development of Active Mobility Pathways:

•	 Scott’s Ferry to Bulls
•	 Scott’s Ferry loop

Medium Term Partner

Regional Council
Community
Waka Kotahi
Mana whenua

1.3 Recognise and support the community in the 
restoration of the coastal wetland. Long Term Supporter

Community
Mana whenua

Healthy 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

RE
SI

LI
EN

CE

2

2.1 Work alongside the community in understanding 
potential climate impacts and implementing solutions. Short Term Service Provider

Community
Regional Council
Mana whenua

2.2 Advocate for increase internet and cell phone 
connectivity and share emerging options. Ongoing

Advocate
Information / Facilitation Community

The actions identified in the Action Plan are not guaranteed to be developed. Council will consider which actions are developed through  
long term planning processes and collaboration with implementation partners.
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Quick win <1 year  |  Short term 1 - 5 years  |  Medium term 6 - 10 years  |  Long term 10+

Scotts Ferry
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