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New trial treatment plant for Marton Water Strategy
A new trial treatment plant for Marton’s drinking water is being set up at the Tūtaenui Reservoir 
Bore this week, a key milestone in the complex process to improve Marton’s water quality.

Marton has struggled with water quality since the town was first founded, due to high levels 
of manganese (a common mineral) and geosmin (produced by algae) in its surrounding 
water. Rangitīkei District Council has drilled a new bore to improve the quality of Marton’s 
water, but needs to finalise how it will be safely treated before it flows into community taps.

Council staff say that they had hoped to have the trial plant in place earlier this year, but it 
had taken longer than expected to finalise testing on the existing Tūtaenui bore water. The 
final treatment solution will have to be able to treat a blend of the new bore at the Marton 
Dams and the existing Tūtaenui bore.

“When we reviewed the options that are in place around New Zealand, there are often 
significant drawbacks or regular issues that other councils have to deal with,” says Rangitīkei 
District Council Assets and Infrastructure Group Manager, Arno Benadie. “For example, needing 
to treat water with large doses of chemicals, handling toxic byproducts, or just being quite 
expensive to maintain. The system we’re trialling has the potential to deliver really strong results 
and provide the consistency that Marton’s water supply has lacked over the years.”

The direct nanofiltration system uses nanofiltration membranes to remove unwanted 
chemicals, hardness and pathogens from water in one pass. Its design is energy-efficient and 
low-waste.

“It’s really innovative,” says Peter Leitch, Managing Director for Guaranteed Flow Systems, the 
contractors involved in this project. “The membrane process is already well-proven overseas 
in water bottling and industrial reuse plants, and we’re excited that this is the first municipal 
drinking-water trial in New Zealand. By pairing this accepted technology with innovative 
engineering, the Marton plant is aiming to drop its energy and chemical use to industry-
leading lows.”

The Council is upfront that this new system won’t be fully operational in time for the 
upcoming spring and summer season. “Finding the right technology for Marton’s water, 
which needs to balance affordability with efficient performance and longevity, has been a 
challenge,” says Benadie. “It’s been years of testing and learning - progress hasn’t stopped, but 
it’s taken more time to get right than we aimed for.

The trial plant will need a week to get set up. Once running, it will begin in-depth testing for 
8-12 weeks. “The testing period is a vital step in this process. It will give us greater knowledge 
on how to optimise the system, and confidence that it will work with Marton’s water and 
deliver what we are expecting.”

Council staff are working now on practical measures to support Martonians over spring and 
summer, and will be sharing updates in the coming months.

“This project is progressing as a matter of urgency,” says Benadie. “We want to make sure that 
Marton's new water system delivers what residents deserve and expect from their drinking water.”

More information is available at: www.rangitikei.govt.nz/marton-water-strategy

STAND in the town where you live...
STAND for the people you love! “Your district is calling” - nominations are open.

Avoid the pound,  
license your hound!

www.rangitikei.govt.nz/dogs-rego

DOG REGOS NOW DUE
Save money! Pay before 31 July 2025 to 
avoid a late payment fee.
For more information phone our friendly  
Customer Experience team on 0800 422 522.
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All participates must register: Scan QR code or 
register online: www.rangitikei.govt.nz/sensoryplay

For more information contact: Marton Community Hub 
0800 422 522 or info@rangitikei.govt.co.nz

Sensory Play is here! 
Our FREE Sensory Play Sessions are now open for 
registration exclusively to Rangitīkei District residents 
only, an inclusive experience designed for all ages! and 
you won’t want to miss out!

• Explore 5 interactive sensory play zones created 
to spark curiosity and support different ways of 
learning and playing.

• Neurodiverse-friendly space, means everyone can 
feel safe and supported.

• Limited private booked sessions are available for 
those who need a more controlled environment to support sensory or social needs.

Registration is essential, no walk-ins, sorry and spaces are limited:

• Half hour private booked sessions - very limited availability
• General session is capped to not overcrowd the sensory play zones

First session begins Sunday, 3rd August, so don’t wait!

Scan the QR code below or head to our website www.rangitikei.govt.nz/sensoryplay to 
register. Let’s play, connect, and support our little ones together - see you there!


