




SUBMISSION TO COUNCIL REGARDING DISTRICT PLAN 

 

1. The land in question is currently a farm paddock which forms the start of what is arguably the 

most attractive entry to Marton, with the exception of No.37 Wanganui Road which is in desperate 

need of a clean-up.  Wanganui Road is tree-lined and the houses give a good impression. 

The frontage of Huntley School is also neat and attractive. 

 

Why would council wish to cover this land with Jennian houses packed in, on tiny sections at the 

entry to the town?  Why can’t we improve what we have rather than cover good growing land with 

concrete? 

 

2.  There must be control over the size of sections so that we don’t get another Hereford Heights 

horror. 

 

3.  How is putting more housing on arable land going to attract people to our town?  I think we need 

to spend more on attracting light industry and technology here so that our young people have 

somewhere besides the supermarkets to work in.  We need more apprenticeship opportunities so that 

they don’t have to leave;  agricultural and horticultural training could be offered as well as forestry. 

We have a thriving Art and Craft Centre, and more professional artists than most people realise. 

Young people who want to make careers in trade and the arts need more opportunities in Marton. 

 

4.  In the recent storm, it was the imported trees which fell over.  Native trees can withstand wind 

and rain very much better than exotics.  On at least part of the land under discussion,  Council could 

establish a stand of native trees which would be a huge benefit to the people of Marton.   

 

5.  If council is determined to go ahead with more housing, then consider the proximity of Huntley 

School.  The sections should be large enough to accommodate families and to have some land 

around them for trees and gardens to attract people who want to send their children to the school. 

 

It would also be good to allow a variety of houses, such as the ones Vincent Holloway is building in 

Christchurch for Brookfields.  These houses reflect the character of the ones they are replacing 

and are enhancing the city rather than creating overcrowded subdivisions. 

Jennian Homes aren’t bad, but the designs are often cramped and they look like garages with a bit 

of accommodation attached.  The tiny sections do not allow for garages to go around the back 

where they belong. 

 

6. The property developer has already removed a sturdy stand of trees which formed a shelter belt. 

This removal means that Mr Oldfield’s house, garden and farm – and our garden – now get the full 

force of westerly winds.  There are still established, large trees still standing which will be 

sacrificed if there is no consultation process in place to preserve them. 

Mr Oldfield is planting native and fruit trees for future generations;  the growth of the ones on the 

boundary of the proposed development are already affected by westerlies. 

 

 















 






