
























My submission is that; 
 
 
 

1. The maps were not clear as to where the individual areas were, they were 
shaded all the same colour, ie MAR 01, MAR 02, MAR 04,  MAR 07, BUL 02, 
BUL 03.  Yet the text referred to these areas. There was an abundance of 
information presented, it was complex and time consuming to go through. 
 

 
2. Justification – When I see how many  empty building sites there are around 

Marton, I struggle to see where the need is for more land, however I do 
appreciate that it is important to have these things in place for the future to 
enable seamless growth, but do we need so much, we are not Auckland!!!  

 

3.  Climate Change – This seems to be overlooked when it comes to 
intensification of residential areas.  Yet on page.9 of RDC Climate Change 
Strategy-, says  

"Legislation / Policy -  National Adaptation Plan (NAP)  
Target / Requirement Set- Support all New Zealanders to adapt, live and thrive in a 
more damaging climate.  
Relevance to RDC - RDC must ‘have regard’ to the NAP in plans and should 
align climate strategies with NAP priorities using published guidance .  Where has 
Council done this? 
- this document has not been identified in the Evaluation of the proposed plan 
change, that I can see.  Why do you have The Climate Change Strategy, if you do 
not take it into account?  
For Example in the National Climate Change Risk Assessment Report for New 
Zealand  
5.6.1 Most significant risks 
B1 Risk to potable water supplies (availability and quality) due to changes in rainfall, 
temperature, drought, extreme weather events and ongoing sea-level rise 
Consequence 
Given the importance of water supplies for communities and business, 
consequences from impaired supply can be significant, and could arise from a range 
of climate hazards. 
B2 Risks to buildings due to extreme weather events, drought, increased fire 
weather and ongoing sea-level rise 
Consequence 
Climate change impacts on buildings will have economic, social, cultural and public 
health consequences. Major floods can put financial pressure on individuals and 
households, for instance by lowering house and land prices. This could be 
compounded by insurance retreat from high-risk areas. 
If these matters were taken into account for this plan change, the outcomes would  
be less impactful on our communities.   Intensive development needs to be very 
carefully managed by Council for the best outcomes for everyone.  
 
 



4. Resilience to Climate Change, there are no resilience goals that this plan.    I 
would like to suggest that Rainwater collection capability should be available 
on site; ie  min 2000 litres, and that ‘effective ‘amounts of porous surface are 
provided on a site. The water collection will provide an emergency supply and  
can also be used during dry periods when local water restrictions apply to 
hose usage. 
 

 
5. Capacity of infrastructure and how will you guarantee it, given the recent 

establishment of the new water authority.  GHD - have provided very general 
comment, p.40, with a little more detail on the following page.  Upgrades are a 
common theme.  Given the issue one has to wonder how can the community 
be confident that the new water authority will get these problems fixed before 
subdivision/intensification occurs.   That is a huge risk.  
 
 

6. Ramifications of Intensive housing, Why should the proposed area for 
intensification be selective.   The choice of the areas for this intensification 
seem to not take into account the narrow roading that already exists in these 
areas.   Managed intensification on a case by case basis will assist in prevent 
pressure points in any one area of a town.   People can already add a Granny 
flat onto their property if they wish, however building family accommodation 
brings with it a raft of issues for a neighbourhood. This has the potential  to 
turn Marton to into a collection of ghettos, There is no mention of the issues 
that come with intensification and how you intend to mitigate these ie  
adequate infrastructure and capacity, the proportion of adequate porous 
surface, additional vehicle crossings and parking on site, neighbour noise ( 
dogs /people), people safety, children playing on the road, congested 
roadside parking.  
 

   
7. The desirability of Marton – what makes people choose our town to live in? 

The aesthetics of our town, the amount of green space we have in our streets- 
the trees especially, the comfortably placed housing giving residents the 
relaxed lifestyle they desire. We have a quieter pace to that of the larger 
centres, children can walk to school and ride their bikes around town.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I seek the following decision from the Rangitikei District Council; 
  
 
 
That the Council allows the opportunity for intensive subdivision on a case by case 
basis over all of the residential zoned area to avoid creating ghettos within our small 
town.  This will limit an increase in social problems.  
Rainwater collection capability should be available on site, ie min 2000 litres,  
Effective amounts of porous surface on a site.  
However, I am not confident that the delivery of improved infrastructure and capacity 
will be easily achieved.  
I would like to see Development Contributions for all new builds triggering 
infrastructure upgrades. 
I would like to see the rainwater collection on site promoted to the wider community 
as a way they can do their bit to mitigate storm events. 
 
 
 
 
That the Council ensures that new subdivisions are created in a grid roading 
pattern to complement our existing roading system unless it is geologically 
impossible.   This will ensure easy connectivity throughout our town instead of 
creating satellite suburbs with rabbit warren roading layouts, further isolating those 
who do not have vehicle transport to move around. We need to avoid having gated 
communities.  
 I would like to see subdivisions intentionally provide accessibility to land on their 
periphery, to enable future development to easily occur. 
Roading in new subdivisions needs to be wide enough to ensure safe accessibility 
by all emergency vehicles when roadsides have vehicles parked there.  
The aesthetics of roadside planting, parks and provision for industrial/ commercial 
activities, efficient movement from one area to another, needs to be considered and 
provided for.    
The treescape of our town in Marton, is part of its appeal to new residents. We need 
to remember that and ensure its continuation. 
Rainwater collection capability should be available on site; min. 2000 litres,  
Effective amounts of porous surface on a site. I welcome the utilisation of existing 
wetlands and stormwater management techniques to slow storm water flow; ie parks 
can be designed to hold stormwater during weather events.  
I would like to see Development Contributions for new builds triggering infrastructure 
upgrades 
 
 
Thankyou very much if you have read this far. 
Kindess regards Lynne Sheridan 


