




Our district is home to unspoilt land steeped in history with panoramic 
views leading out to Mount Ruapehu and Taranaki, the Kaimanawa and 
Ruahine Range and of course our mightiest river - Rangitīkei.

Those of us who are lucky enough to live here 
and experience what our district has to offer 
take great pleasure in been able to share its 
majesty with friends, family, and visitors.

We appreciate how special the Rangitīkei is – 
the way life should be - and the importance of 
looking after our people and land.

Destination Rangitīkei is the first destination 
management plan for the Rangitīkei district 
and highlights ways forward for the community, 
Council, iwi/hapū/marae and stakeholders to 
nurture the growth of our visitor economy based 
on our vision and values as a district.

Our district is changing, and we have a very 
positive feeling for the future. The number of 
people visiting and moving here, establishing 
connections, and setting up business is 
staggering. The growth is both positive and 
challenging and this plan seeks to build on the 
positives and address the challenges.  

Council is looking for new ways to work 
alongside our communities, iwi/hapū/marae  
and stakeholders,  

While we have work to do to lay the 
foundations, this plan is designed to be  
owned by the district and implemented by 
industry, community, iwi/hapū/marae and 
stakeholders through the formation of an 

advisory group.Ultimately Council’s role will 
become largely one of facilitation, helping to tell 
our story and supporting business growth and 
product development/

I acknowledge the work done over the many 
years by various groups and organisations that 
have supported the visitor economy or worked 
to promote our towns and district. You are all 
to be commended and I encourage anyone 
looking to join the journey to reach out to see 
how you can be involved. 

I am excited to see the doors this plan can 
help to open that have previously been closed 
to us as a district. We simply could not pursue 
supporting the visitor economy without this plan..

Mayor Andy Watson 
Rangitīkei District

Foreword
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