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Proposed Redevelopment of
Memorial Hall Playground

A little bit
about us

 We are two friends, Lucy Skou and Brenna O’Neill, with a passion
for our families and the Marton community

 With a background in nursing and education we are very aware of
the benefits of getting children outside and engaging them in
social and physical play

 We are strong advocates for our community and believe Marton
would reap significant benefits from having a destination
playground
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History of
Marton’ s
playgrounds

 Wilson park was developed in 1975

 Memorial hall playground was developed in 1951

 Small additions have been made over the past 40 years

 All playgrounds are up to current health and safety standards

Existing
playground
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Current
situation

 Local playgrounds are used infrequently

 Existing playgrounds are limited with the experiences they
provide local children

 Existing playgrounds are not suitable for children with disabilities

 Families travel long distances to Whanganui and Palmerston
North to use playgrounds – spending money outside of the
Marton area

Importance of
playgrounds

 Playgrounds evoke a sense of adventure in children and provide a
social atmosphere that helps keep children active and healthy

 Find a good one and the entire family can be kept occupied for
hours

 Children’s brains are wired to wonder. By cultivating their curious
side and exploring new ideas and experiences they will become
happier, healthier and smarter.

 Playgrounds no longer just consist of modular equipment. They
now provide children with a broad range of creative, dynamic and
sensory experiences.
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Proposed
playground for
Memorial Hall

Park

Our proposed playground contains a quality setting with natural
features, artistic expressions and age appropriate, challenging and
fun playground equipment.

Proposed
design

Playground proposal

Age groups appropriate for: Toddlers &
Pre-Schoolers

Primary
to Big Kids

Teenagers to
Young Adults sales@playgroundcentre.com | 0800 805 256 | www.playgroundcentre.com

0Revision:5/06/2018

Whole family /
Young at Heart

Memorial Hall Park - Marton
PGC1200
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Benefits to the
Marton

community

 Provides a positive focal point for our children and families

 Creates an aesthetically pleasing area within the town

 Promotes physical activity for children through safe, creative play

 Free physical & healthy entertainment for local families

 Financial gains for the business community through increased
visitors

 Increased community spirit and togetherness
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Mental health
benefits

 As we are all aware, mental health and suicide is prevalent in rural
communities. Last year, Dr Annette Beautrais conducted a study
on behalf of the Rural Health Alliance Aotearoa New Zealand and
funded by AgResearch about farm related suicide.

 "Dr Beautrais' findings show there's definitely a need to revitalise
our rural communities by encouraging the community to come
together and engage with one another, along with ensuring
adequate funding for rural health services," said Katie Milne, a
Council member and Federated Farmers' wellbeing spokesperson.

 "The reality is New Zealand has become more urbanised and that
notion of civic engagement has diminished. We need to make sure
that our rural communities build neighbourly spirit and share
activities outside work," she said

 This playground is one step towards creating a community focal
point where young people and families (including rural families)
can gather to catch up and feel connected to the wider
community.

What local
children have

to say
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Survey of
children

Survey of
children
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Survey of
children

Proposed
costings

 It is anticipated that the ongoing maintenance would be carried
out by Rangitikei District Council within its Parks and Reserves
budget.
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Funding
process

To secure funding for the proposed playground we will apply for
funding grants from the following (but not limited to) organisations:

 Duddings Trust

 Lion Foundation

 Lotteries Commission

 Whanganui Community Foundation

We are currently forming an Incorporated Society with charitable
status to do so.

Time frame  Insert poster






































































































