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Rural and Provincial Sector Mayors Forum                         
21/22 November 2019 

Thank you for the opportunity to attend this forum. I felt it was an opportunity I should take up 

as I have accommodation in Wellington, am faced with a steep learning curve and conscious of 

the importance of quality governance especially when someone coined the phrase “a bunch of 

part-time amateurs”!  

Although predominately Mayors and CE’s a number of Mayors had encouraged their Councillors 

to attend. 

 

Structure: 78 Councils/67 Mayors – 4 Sectors: 1) Metro ≥ 90,000 pop 2) Provincial 20-90,000 3) 

Rural ≤ 20,000 4) Regional & Unity 

Alex Walker (CHB) chairs Rural, Hamish McDouall (Wanganui) chairs Provincial 

 

I was really impressed with how collegial and supportive everyone was and I hadn’t appreciated 

the importance of the lobby function of LGNZ. A group of Mayors,  

“moving with a united voice” have real power to influence government and/or the opposition. 

Four MP’s spoke providing a unique opportunity to directly ask questions. 

 

Link to some presentations: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mxv90291wnbhztt/AACH35SqnlRloJ4OEG4Cm9uSa?dl=0 

 

Minister of LG -Hon Nania Mahuta 

• 3 waters review: new regulator 

• Community wellbeing: risks from Natural hazards; importance of resilience and effects of 

climate change 

• Productivity Commission report on LG due end Dec: Challenge of affordability. 

• NPS Indigenous biodiversity 

• Freshwater: costs look catastrophic; importance of 4 well-beings ( social, economic, 

environmental, cultural) & need to balance. 

• Housing: Quality/Affordability/Availsbilty 

• Climate Change; Current focus on mitigation rather than adapting 

• Control what can control = “Localism” 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mxv90291wnbhztt/AACH35SqnlRloJ4OEG4Cm9uSa?dl=0
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Prime Ministers Chief Science Advisor – Juliet Gerard 

Science advice in NZ & how we can help you? Safety of 5G www.pmcsa.ac.nz 

 

EuiP – Steven Finlay How Governance relates to strategy and delivery 

Good strategy = “your story” (what success looks like in your community/community aspiration) 

Effective Decision Making based on timely & accurate information you can understand 

Holding management to account 

Delivery is dependent on setting those expectations 

 

Introducing Kainga Ora (incorporation HNZ, HLC & Kiwibuild) – Andrew McKenzie 

Wellbeing through places and community 

2 key roles: Homes & Urban development (sense of community) 

80% of existing stock is in deprived areas. Building Act – cost of construction is half in Australia. 

Our productivity poor in construction sector. 

Now several large scale projects -2500 homes under construction any one day (300 3 years ago). 

Using Construction innovation  eg cross laminated timber. Issues: Maori housing, impact on 

tamariki, homelessness. 

 

Freshwater -Hon David Parker & Hon Damien O’Connor 

Wants no further derogation so need to control practices degrading our waterways. 17000 

submissions. 

Concern re resources & capability to implement. High price to Ag sector. One size fits all 

approach across different regions with very different issues ie nitrate or sediment. Is important 

to be able to tell our story to our customers 

 

Waste management – Hon Eugenie Sage 

We are the highest producers of municipal waste in the OCD. Increase Landfill levy. Get national 

consistency re contracts, kerbside waste. National resource recovery- mapping paper, plastics, 

tyres, electronics, farm plastic. Introduce a container return scheme. Increase enforcement of 

flytipping. Deal with closed landfills – educate how to evaluate risk. 

http://www.pmcsa.ac.nz/
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Freshwater reform – Todd Muller  

NZ economy reliant on Primary Industry: impacts service industries and tourism. Current 

government suggests PI a sunset industry? NZ must diversify. 1/3rd farms in forestry by 2050. 

But NZ best producers of food in the world that is our competitive advantage, The story of Ag is a 

story of adaptation. Water is a strategic asset & economic enabler – need to electrify our 

economy. Critical of scale of change, exasperation of Ag sector, impact of banks & trees on Ag & 

lack of economic analysis around proposed policy. 

 

Interim Climate Change Committee – David Prentice 

Low Emissions Future 

Bipartisan support of carbon targets & the CCC. Zero Carbon Act considers mitigation & 

adaptation. 2020 First Climate Change Risk Assessment Report. Second report due 2026.  

By Feb 2021 (in 14 mths time ) first Emissions budget due. This is not BAU – what do 

communities need to make this transition work. 

 

Responsible camping/Tourism NZ Summer Campaign – Michael Herder/Rebecca Ingram 

$185,000 spent Wanganui-Manawatu. Now local ambassadors, cameras, NZ summer campaign. 

Better data & insights. Free App. Free wifi (if available) September NZ Tourism down 1%. Need to 

Care for NZ; tourism should enrich NZ; want to attract the high value tourist. 

 

Statutory Requirements – engaging with Iwi. Marine & Coastal Area Act and Mana Whakhone 

a Rohe – Paul Beverley 

Re: Protecting customary rights. RMA -triggered by Iwi eg in Manawatu 26 iwi & have had 6 

trigger letters already. Consider what we trying to achieve? What does success look like? What 

does this mean for hapu? Are we talking to the right people? 

All want clean water but what is the prudent way to get there? Iwi want this to speed up but 

there are practical issues around the speed of travel, not the direction of travel, there is no point 

going faster in circles! 
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I felt the post Conference networking was particularly valuable. 

At dinner I spoke with David Clapperton CE Horowhenua District. I was interested in their 

development of the Levin Hub into a previous supermarket space. Now accommodates 14 plus 

activities including Library (now called Collections), AA, Information Centre, Café, meeting rooms, 

bridge, youth area, ICT etc. 

They employed an outside facilitator who went out into the community with questions. They 

recognized there is a lot of single households in their community who wanted somewhere to 

congregate, or “bumping space” (my words); hence everything under the one roof. See attached 

photos. 

 

Also Steven May, CE Wairoa spoke on how DHB free testing of water for P contamination had 

been helpful. If we don’t measure it’s difficult to monitor. 

 

Finally, there is widespread concern re the lack of capability nationwide to face the housing crisis 

particularly.  It was rumored Kainga Ora were offering $40,000 plus to staff x WCC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 








