
Marton is the largest town in the Rangitīkei, with 
a rapidly growing population. It is an historic 
rural town with a vibrant community spirit.  
Situated off the State Highway network, Marton provides  an 
affordable small-town lifestyle.
Marton has many opportunities associated with a growing 
population, its location in the Central North Island and access to both 
road and rail. 

Map-Marker	 Tūtaenui	Reservoir	-	Marton

 TŪTAENUI  MARTON
MARTON
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Marton is a vibrant town, a great place to live, with 
a variety of housing, great tasting water and an 
attractive town centre and thriving local economy.

VISION FOR

Marton

Key community priorities

• Improvements to Marton’s drinking water.
• Town centre revitalisation.
• Ensure infrastructure can cope  

with growth.

M
arton

 Marton at a glance

 5,520 people call Marton home. 

375 businesses in Marton.

 1,797jobs – more than half 
of which are in education, training, 
manufacturing or retail.

 2,256 houses in Marton. 
However at the last census 204 were 
unoccupied.

 70people per year (1.3% p.a) have 
moved to Marton since 2014.

The town’s GDP 
is valued at 

151m

This grew 

4.6%  
in 2020

 76%of the population is European,  

 24% Māori and   10% Pasifika.

Median age of   44. The biggest age  

group is  30-64 years (40%).

Note:	Where	a	person	reported	more	than	one	 
ethnic	group	they	are	counted	in	each	group.
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1 Town Centre revitalisation

The Marton Town Centre is currently run-down and lacking 
vibrancy. Commercial activities are spread along Broadway 
and to a lesser extent, Wellington Road and High Street.  
Marton has the potential to become one of the region’s most 
desirable boutique towns by leveraging off its heritage buildings as 
a unique point of difference. The heritage buildings reflect Marton’s 
strong and proud identity and, if challenges associated with funding 
their retention are able to be overcome, their adaptive reuse 
represents a key asset for the Marton town centre. 

Strengthening earthquake-prone buildings, supporting mixed use 
activity and streetscape redevelopment that improves the pedestrian 
experience are needed to support the redevelopment of the Marton 
Town Centre as the heart of the community. To ensure vibrancy 
of the Town Centre, retail and community activities need to be 
concentrated in the commercial area around Broadway. 

The increasing number of people working from home, and digital 
connectivity provides the opportunity for the development of a co-
work space in Marton. 

“I would like to 
see the town 
centre totally 
pedestrianised  
with a range of 
shops providing 
choice and 
opportunity  
not to have to 
travel out of Marton 
for the basics.”

Community Voice

Key Them
es

M
arton
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Priorities
 > Position Marton as a boutique town, using the heritage precinct as a key asset/point of difference 

as a weekend visitor destination, and contributing to what makes Marton unique. 
 > Investigate opportunities for streetscape redevelopment to create a shared environment where 

cars, pedestrians, cyclists, mobility scooters and other forms of mobility co-exist. 
 > Develop the green space as an integral part of the town centre, linking the wider Marton  

town centre with the Tūtaenui Stream and town’s green spaces through the development of 
nature networks. 

 > Invest in the upgrade of the public realm to create a vibrant, attractive, comfortable, safe & 
accessible place for people of all ages & abilities.

 > Support the strengthening of earthquake-prone buildings and the establishment of  
new businesses.

 > Facilitate the establishment of a range of businesses –to support the Marton Town Centre as the 
vibrant heart of the community – a space the community is proud of, has a variety of uses where 
our community can access a range of services and connect with each other.

 > Enable mixed use within the town centre to facilitate the intensification of uses and vibrancy of 
the area - retail and offices on ground floor with residential above.

 > Support the establishment and growth of services and programmes in the health and wellbeing 
precinct in delivering comprehensive health and wellbeing services for the community. 

 > Celebrate local art in public places.
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2 Thriving local economy

Marton’s location in the Central North Island, near both rail and road networks provides 
significant opportunities for business expansion and establishment. 
The long history of food production in the surrounding area that is only increasing due to our highly 
productive land, creates opportunities for Marton to grow the manufacturing sector. 

The rezoning of land from Rural to Industrial is underway to support the development of a Rail Hub for 
Marton. The Marton Rail Hub aims to become a key logistical hub for the forestry industry across the 
Lower North Island. The rezoning is currently awaiting a decision from the Environment Court.

Theme 1 identifies the opportunities for the Marton Town Centre.

Key Them
es

“Redeveloped 
into a leafy traffic 
free zone with 
squares and alleys. 
Cafes and shops 
on ground floor 
with residential 
accommodation 
and professional 
offices above.”

Community Voice

Priorities
 > Use Marton’s location near the state highway and rail networks to position Marton as an 

industrial powerhouse for manufacturing and forestry processing. 
 > Take a facilitative approach to the establishment of new businesses. 
 > Invest in town centre revitalisation.
 > Ensure there is sufficient land development-ready (zoned and serviced) to meet business  

growth needs.

Map-Marker		Marton

M
arton
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Commercial growth
We anticipate needing an additional 0.7 
hectares of land for commercial/retail 
purposes to meet future growth.
Providing for future commercial growth is 
challenging, because the land surrounding the town 
centre is already developed. However, the block 
between Lower High Street and Hereford Street has 
been identified as a potential future commercial 
growth area. This block is in close proximity to the 
town centre, already contains a range of community 
activities and has potential for redevelopment over 
the long term.

Industrial growth
Marton is already home to significant 
industrial businesses which are important to 
retain and grow. 
Just over 29 hectares of land is zoned for future 
industrial use, however some of this land is 

Com
m

ercial / Industrial Grow
th

impacted by flooding. Based on past industrial 
activity, we do not anticipate needing  
additional land.

Demand will need to be monitored to ensure 
opportunities for business establishment and 
expansion for Marton are not constrained by land 
supply. The surplus of industrial land identified for 
Marton is also held in limited ownership, meaning 
if landowners are not willing to sell or develop the 
land for industrial purposes, the actual supply of 
industrial land will be significantly less.

Commercial Industrial

clipboard Projected demand 2.0 hectares 9.4 hectares

HOCKEY-PUCK Expected Capacity 
(already zoned) 1.3 hectares 29.7 hectares

tree tree Land required 0.7 hectares -20.3 
hectares
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M
arton

3 High quality infrastructure

As the community grows, the provision of infrastructure needs 
to meet increasing demand. 
Council is already underway with key infrastructure projects to meet 
future growth demands including the implementation of the  
Marton Water Strategy and Marton to Bulls Wastewater 
Centralisation project.

“The water is a 
real issue, it smells 
and tastes terrible. 
It needs to be 
addressed.”

Community Voice

Map-Marker		Marton	Water	Reservoir

Map-Marker			Marton	Wastewater	Treatment	Ponds

Map-Marker		Tutaenui	Reservoir	Bore

Map-Marker		Marton	Water	Treatment	Plan

Priorities
 > Invest in improvements to Marton’s water supply to provide 

water that looks, tastes and smells great all year round. 
 > Ensure the three waters network is upgraded to support 

residential, commercial and industrial growth.
 > Work collaboratively with infrastructure providers to plan for 

future demand.
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4 High quality community facilities

Marton has a range of community facilities – parks and reserves, halls, the library and Council 
administration building. 
High quality community facilities can attract and retain residents and support community connection 
and wellbeing. Council is currently working on a business case for the Marton Civic Centre project which 
proposes to co-locate the main administration building and library.

There is strong community leadership in the development of our parks and reserves, which will be guided 
by the Parks, Reserves, Open Spaces and Sporting Facilities Strategy. 

The opening of the pool year-round has been investigated and shown to not be feasible. Re-assessment 
of the feasibility will be a long term action, and may change as a result of population growth. However, in 
the long term there are potential redevelopment opportunities for the Marton Swim Centre. 

Marton has two high schools and seven primary schools. There is capacity within the schools to meet 
growth projections. 

“Outdoor pool and 
slide and more 
opportunities for 
swimming classes. 
A place to hold kids 
birthday parties.”

Community Voice

Key Them
es

Priorities
 > Identify opportunities to improve the recreation 

opportunities associated with the Marton Swim Centre.
 > Investment in  Marton’s civic facilities – library and 

administration buildings.
 > Support community-led development of open spaces aligned 

with the Parks, Open Spaces and Sporting Facilities Strategy.

Map-Marker		Te	Ahuru	Mowai	Playground	-	Marton Map-Marker	Marton	Library

Map-Marker			Marton	Swim	Centre

Community 
facilities
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5 Housing growth and high quality built environment

Marton is projected to have high housing growth, and we need 
to ensure a range of housing is available. 
The opportunity exists for Marton to create a high quality built 
environment and remain accessible by being strategic about future 
growth areas, ensuring connection with new developments, avoiding 
the flood hazard and improving active mobility networks and 
infrastructure that supports active choices.

“A mix of housing 
options but a focus 
on building quality 
neighbourhood”

Community Voice

Key Them
es

Priorities
 > Design future growth areas and redevelop the existing urban 

area so that people are able to access services and amenities 
(shops, health services, parks, schools) within 10 minutes of 
active travel.  

 >  Enable a diversity of well-designed housing that is high 
quality, low maintenance, a range of sizes, close to town, 
and provide a high level of amenity. This includes medium 
density housing, multi-generational housing, lifestyle blocks 
and retirement housing.

 >  Avoid housing development in areas at significant risk  
of flooding and increase resilience in areas already at risk. 

 >  Connect the community via roads and pedestrian links. 

M
arton

Map-Marker	 New	subdivision	-	Marton

Map-Marker	 Marton
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Future housing grow
th

Residential and lifestyle growth
Marton currently has approximately 2,256 
dwellings (2018). 
We expect strong residential growth to continue 
in Marton due to its commutable location to 
Whanganui and Palmerston North and future 
business growth. 

We anticipate we will need an additional  
61 houses per year, or an additional 1,761 homes 
by 2050. This growth will need to be supported 
by a vibrant town centre, and community and 
recreation facilities. 

We already have some land available for  
new housing but may need up to an additional 98 
hectares of Residential land to meet the demand. 

Residential Rural 
Lifestyle Total

HOME HOME  
Number of 
houses –  per 
year

58 houses 3 houses 61 
houses

HOME HOME HOME 
Number of 
houses –  by 
2050

1,673 
houses 88 houses 1,761 

houses

tree tree  
Additional 
land required

98 
hectares 0 hectares 98 

hectares

Marton’s flat topography facilitates a wide range 
of options for future greenfield development. 
However, not all areas have the same suitability 
for development. Key challenges include flooding, 
highly productive land and accessibility.  

A range of potential growth areas were 
assessed to determine their suitability for future 
development. The areas have been assessed as 
follows:

Area Size Suitability rating

MAR01 64.2 hectares High

MAR02 41.8 hectares High

MAR03 62.7 hectares High

MAR04 38.7 hectares High

MAR05 62.3 hectares High

MAR06 60.2 hectares Moderate

MAR07 43.8 hectares Moderate

MAR08 43.6 hectares Low

MAR09 109.2 hectares Low

MAR10 30.3 hectares Low

MAR11 95.1 hectares Low

MAR12 73 hectares Low

MAR13 57.5 hectares Moderate

MAR14 97.2 hectares Moderate

MAR15 52.4 hectares Moderate

Note:	There	may	also	be	smaller	properties	on	the	
fringe	of	the	current	Residential	zone	which	may	
be	appropriate	for	rezoning.	These	will	be	assessed	
through	a	District	Plan	change	process.	Further	work,	
including	technical	assessment,	will	be	completed	to	
refine	the	assessment	of	future	growth	areas,	which	
may	change	this	prioritisation.	A	detailed	assessment	
of	the	growth	areas	is	provided	in	Section	3.

There were mixed views in the community 
around higher density development and infill 
housing, although a diversity of housing options 
was identified as being important. There was an 
openness for medium density housing, with the 
two most common views being its establishment 
within a 10-minute walk or throughout the whole 
town. Stand-alone, low maintenance houses close 
to town with a big backyard, including space for a 
garden were identified as desirable.

Map-Marker	 New	laneway	-	Marton
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Map-Marker	 Hereford	Heights	-	Marton

Map-Marker	 Example	green	infrastructure Map-Marker		Example	green	infrastructure

Map-Marker		Example	green	infrastructure
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6 Connection with the natural environment

There is an opportunity to better connect Marton with the 
Tutaenui Stream which runs through the township and 
improve community health and amenity through the greening 
of the town. 
This includes creating green connections between parks, the 
Tūtaenui Stream and through town, with more planting of trees and 
use of green infrastructure methods.   

Priorities
 > Celebrate the Tūtaenui Stream and encourage connection 

between the built environment and the waterway. 
 > Connect Marton’s parks and reserves through the 

development of Nature Networks. 
 > Develop Marton’s Town Centre as a core part of the town’s 

nature networks, with opportunities for innovative green 
spaces such as green walls and roofs. 

 > Identify opportunities for the use of green, low impact 
design, infrastructure. 

 > Encourage an increase in the canopy cover for Marton. 
 > Include the use of trees and planting when developing  

active mobility pathways so that they form part of Marton’s 
nature networks.

Map-Marker		Frae	Ona	Park	-	Marton

Map-Marker		Marton	Memorial	Park	Walkway

Map-Marker		Marton	Park

M
arton

Parks, open 
spaces, 

waterways
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7 Transport improvements

Marton is located just off State Highway 1 and State Highway 3. 
It is at the junction of the North Island Main Trunk Line and the Marton – New Plymouth Rail lines, 
however the last commuter service stopped in 2012.

The town is heavily reliant on private vehicles and there is significant opportunity to provide for the use 
of alternative transport options within the town. This can be achieved through the development of active 
mobility networks and the introduction of innovative public transport options.

Around 300 people travel to Marton for work, mostly from the surrounding rural environment (78), the 
Hunterville area (48) and to a lesser extent Bulls, Parewanui and Turakina (30-40 from each area). 

62% drive, 9% walk, 3% are a passenger and 1% cycle. 

Around 530 people leave Marton for work. The top destination is the surrounding rural environment 
(183), Bulls (105) and commuter locations in Whanganui (60) and Palmerston North (81). Around 30 
people head to the Ohakea-Sanson area, Parewanui and Feilding. 

67% drive, 7% walk, 5% are a passenger in a vehicle and 1% cycle.1

1	 	2018	Census	-	Marton	South	&	Marton	North	-	Commuter	-	Waka

Key Them
es

Priorities
 > Develop active mobility pathways that support walking, cycling, e-scooters, mobility scooters and 

other forms of active mobility. 
 > Advocate for improved public transport options, particularly innovative shared transport 

solutions and better use of rail for commuters and tourists.  

Map-Marker		Marton	Railway	Station
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Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  

Key Stakeholders

Thriving 
Communities
Connected 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

TO
W

N
 C

EN
TR

E 
RE

VI
TA

LI
SA

TI
O

N

1

1.1

Implement streetscape improvements to increase 
vibrancy, improve the pedestrian experience, 
increase community connection, and provide linger 
opportunities (shelter, seating, photo opportunities, 
outdoor dining, public art).

 Medium Term
Service Provider
Funder
Partner

Business owners
Community
Mana whenua
Service organisations
Heritage New Zealand
Waka Kotahi

1.2 Improve pedestrian connections between Broadway 
and Stewart Street/Hair Street. Long Term Partner

1.3
Investigate the implementation of incentives and/
or support for building owners to strengthen or 
redevelop earthquake-prone and heritage buildings.

Short Term Funder
Facilitation / Information

1.4
Review the District Plan response to buildings in 
the Marton Heritage Precinct that are not listed, but 
contribute to the precinct.

Medium Term Strategy / Regulation

1.5 Investigate the viability of the establishment of a co-
work space in the Marton town centre. Medium Term Facilitation / Information

Partner

1.6 Develop a parking management strategy. Short Term Strategy / Regulation

1.7 Monitor demand for commercial land supply. 
Rezone future commercial growth area when required. Ongoing Strategy / Regulation

1.8
Implement wayfinding to connect the town centre with 
Te Ahuru Mowai, Marton Park, Centennial Park and the 
Tūtaenui Stream.

Short Term Strategy / Regulation

1.9 Encourage retailers to engage with the footpath. Ongoing Facilitation / Information

1.10
Invest in redevelopment of the village green to support 
community events and provide a green space for 
passive recreation in the town centre.  

Short Term Strategy / Regulation
Partner

1.11 Implement storytelling throughout the town centre 
that shares the history of the area. Short Term Facilitation / Information

Thriving 
Communities

TH
RI

VI
N

G
 L

O
CA

L 
EC

O
N

O
M

Y

2

2.1 Monitor demand for future industrial land to ensure 
adequate supply. Ongoing Facilitation / Information

Business community
Community 
Kiwi Rail
Mana whenua

2.2 Invest in the development of the Marton Rail Hub. Short Term
Service Provider
Supporter
Partner

2.3 Promote Marton as a key hub for food and forestry 
processing. Ongoing Facilitation / Information

2.4 Facilitate the establishment and expansion of 
businesses in Marton. Ongoing Facilitation / Information

Healthy 
Communities
Housing 
Growth

H
IG

H
 Q

U
AL

IT
Y 

IN
FR

AS
TR

U
CT

U
RE

3

3.1
Develop a stormwater management plan for Marton 
to guide future investment to increase stormwater 
resilience for Marton. 

Short Term Partner
Service Provider

Community
Mana whenua
Regional Council

3.2
Implement the Marton to Bulls Wastewater 
Centralisation project to provide a long-term 
wastewater disposal system that can accommodate 
projected growth. 

Short Term Service Provider

3.3
Implement the Marton Water Strategy to improve the 
amenity of Marton’s water supply and provide capacity 
for growth.

Short Term Service Provider

3.4
Work alongside Horizons to investigate options for 
increasing Marton’s resilience to flooding from the 
Tūtaenui Stream, particularly for the Marton Town Centre.

Long Term Partner
Community
Regional Council
Landowners

Action Plan

The	actions	identified	in	the	Action	Plan	are	not	guaranteed	to	be	developed.	Council	will	consider	which	actions	are	developed	through	 
long	term	planning	processes	and	collaboration	with	implementation	partners.
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Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  

Key Stakeholders

Thriving 
Communities
Connected 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

TO
W

N
 C

EN
TR

E 
RE

VI
TA

LI
SA

TI
O

N

1

1.1

Implement streetscape improvements to increase 
vibrancy, improve the pedestrian experience, 
increase community connection, and provide linger 
opportunities (shelter, seating, photo opportunities, 
outdoor dining, public art).

 Medium Term
Service Provider
Funder
Partner

Business owners
Community
Mana whenua
Service organisations
Heritage New Zealand
Waka Kotahi

1.2 Improve pedestrian connections between Broadway 
and Stewart Street/Hair Street. Long Term Partner

1.3
Investigate the implementation of incentives and/
or support for building owners to strengthen or 
redevelop earthquake-prone and heritage buildings.

Short Term Funder
Facilitation / Information

1.4
Review the District Plan response to buildings in 
the Marton Heritage Precinct that are not listed, but 
contribute to the precinct.

Medium Term Strategy / Regulation

1.5 Investigate the viability of the establishment of a co-
work space in the Marton town centre. Medium Term Facilitation / Information

Partner

1.6 Develop a parking management strategy. Short Term Strategy / Regulation

1.7 Monitor demand for commercial land supply. 
Rezone future commercial growth area when required. Ongoing Strategy / Regulation

1.8
Implement wayfinding to connect the town centre with 
Te Ahuru Mowai, Marton Park, Centennial Park and the 
Tūtaenui Stream.

Short Term Strategy / Regulation

1.9 Encourage retailers to engage with the footpath. Ongoing Facilitation / Information

1.10
Invest in redevelopment of the village green to support 
community events and provide a green space for 
passive recreation in the town centre.  

Short Term Strategy / Regulation
Partner

1.11 Implement storytelling throughout the town centre 
that shares the history of the area. Short Term Facilitation / Information

Thriving 
Communities

TH
RI

VI
N

G
 L

O
CA

L 
EC

O
N

O
M

Y

2

2.1 Monitor demand for future industrial land to ensure 
adequate supply. Ongoing Facilitation / Information

Business community
Community 
Kiwi Rail
Mana whenua

2.2 Invest in the development of the Marton Rail Hub. Short Term
Service Provider
Supporter
Partner

2.3 Promote Marton as a key hub for food and forestry 
processing. Ongoing Facilitation / Information

2.4 Facilitate the establishment and expansion of 
businesses in Marton. Ongoing Facilitation / Information

Healthy 
Communities
Housing 
Growth

H
IG

H
 Q

U
AL

IT
Y 

IN
FR

AS
TR

U
CT

U
RE

3

3.1
Develop a stormwater management plan for Marton 
to guide future investment to increase stormwater 
resilience for Marton. 

Short Term Partner
Service Provider

Community
Mana whenua
Regional Council

3.2
Implement the Marton to Bulls Wastewater 
Centralisation project to provide a long-term 
wastewater disposal system that can accommodate 
projected growth. 

Short Term Service Provider

3.3
Implement the Marton Water Strategy to improve the 
amenity of Marton’s water supply and provide capacity 
for growth.

Short Term Service Provider

3.4
Work alongside Horizons to investigate options for 
increasing Marton’s resilience to flooding from the 
Tūtaenui Stream, particularly for the Marton Town Centre.

Long Term Partner
Community
Regional Council
Landowners

Quick win <1 year  |  Short term 1 - 5 years  |  Medium term 6 - 10 years  |  Long term 10+

M
arton

107



Action Plan
Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  

Key Stakeholders

Healthy 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

H
IG

H
 Q

U
AL

IT
Y 

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
FA

CI
LI

TI
ES

 

4

4.1
Investigate future recreation and redevelopment 
opportunities for the Marton Swim Centre and Invest 
in upgrades that enhance the use and offering of the 
facility.

 Short Term – Long Term Partner

Community
Sports clubs
Schools
Water Safety NZ
Sport Whanganui

4.2 Investigate all-year opening of the pool. Long Term Service Provider

4.3 Marton Civic Centre Project. Short Term Service Provider

4.4
Support community-led development of parks and 
open spaces that are aligned with the Parks, Open 
Spaces and Sporting Facilities Strategy.

Short Term – Long Term
Partner
Supporter
Funder

Healthy 
Communities

H
O

U
SI

N
G

 G
RO

W
TH

 A
N

D
 

H
IG

H
 Q

U
AL

IT
Y 

BU
IL

T 
EN

VI
RO

N
M

EN
T

5 5.1

Undertake a District Plan Change for urban  
growth that:

• Rezones residential and lifestyle growth areas.
• Implements structure plans for future growth 

areas and undeveloped residential areas. 
• Enables medium development that meets high 

quality urban design criteria. 
• Reviews provisions to ensure they support 

aspirations associated with development well-
functioning communities and a diverse range of 
housing. 

• Considers the diverse housing needs for a range of 
people including; elderly, multi-family households, 
and families.  

Short Term Strategy / Regulation

Community
Landowners
Mana whenua
Regional Council

Healthy 
Communities

CO
N

N
EC

TI
O

N
 

W
IT

H
 T

H
E 

N
AT

U
RA

L 
EN

VI
RO

N
M

EN
T

6 6.1

Development of Nature Networks:
• Tūtaeporoporo Action Trail
• Tūtaenui Stream
• Wellington Road
• South Makirikiri School

Short Term – Long Term

Partner
Service Provider
Funder
Supporter

Marton Development Group
Tūtaenui Stream Restoration 
Society
Mana whenua
Community
Waka Kotahi

Connected 
Communities

TR
AN

SP
O

RT
 

IM
PR

O
VE

M
EN

TS

7

7.1

Develop Active Mobility Pathways:
• Within the Marton town.
• Marton – Bulls
• Marton – Hunterville
• Marton – Turakina
• Marton – Tūtaenui Reservoir
• Marton – Rangitīkei River

Long Term Partner
Service Provider Community

Tūtaenui Stream Restoration 
Society
Regional Council
Waka Kotahi
Kiwi Rail

7.2
Advocate for the trial and implementation of  
innovative public transport options that take 
advantage of emerging transport technology and 
access to the rail network.

Long Term Advocate

The	actions	identified	in	the	Action	Plan	are	not	guaranteed	to	be	developed.	Council	will	consider	which	actions	are	developed	through	 
long	term	planning	processes	and	collaboration	with	implementation	partners.
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Quick win <1 year  |  Short term 1 - 5 years  |  Medium term 6 - 10 years  |  Long term 10+

M
arton

Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  

Key Stakeholders

Healthy 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

H
IG

H
 Q

U
AL

IT
Y 

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
FA

CI
LI

TI
ES

 

4

4.1
Investigate future recreation and redevelopment 
opportunities for the Marton Swim Centre and Invest 
in upgrades that enhance the use and offering of the 
facility.

 Short Term – Long Term Partner

Community
Sports clubs
Schools
Water Safety NZ
Sport Whanganui

4.2 Investigate all-year opening of the pool. Long Term Service Provider

4.3 Marton Civic Centre Project. Short Term Service Provider

4.4
Support community-led development of parks and 
open spaces that are aligned with the Parks, Open 
Spaces and Sporting Facilities Strategy.

Short Term – Long Term
Partner
Supporter
Funder

Healthy 
Communities

H
O

U
SI

N
G

 G
RO

W
TH

 A
N

D
 

H
IG

H
 Q

U
AL

IT
Y 

BU
IL

T 
EN

VI
RO

N
M

EN
T

5 5.1

Undertake a District Plan Change for urban  
growth that:

• Rezones residential and lifestyle growth areas.
• Implements structure plans for future growth 

areas and undeveloped residential areas. 
• Enables medium development that meets high 

quality urban design criteria. 
• Reviews provisions to ensure they support 

aspirations associated with development well-
functioning communities and a diverse range of 
housing. 

• Considers the diverse housing needs for a range of 
people including; elderly, multi-family households, 
and families.  

Short Term Strategy / Regulation

Community
Landowners
Mana whenua
Regional Council

Healthy 
Communities

CO
N

N
EC

TI
O

N
 

W
IT

H
 T

H
E 

N
AT

U
RA

L 
EN

VI
RO

N
M

EN
T

6 6.1

Development of Nature Networks:
• Tūtaeporoporo Action Trail
• Tūtaenui Stream
• Wellington Road
• South Makirikiri School

Short Term – Long Term

Partner
Service Provider
Funder
Supporter

Marton Development Group
Tūtaenui Stream Restoration 
Society
Mana whenua
Community
Waka Kotahi

Connected 
Communities

TR
AN

SP
O

RT
 

IM
PR

O
VE

M
EN

TS

7

7.1

Develop Active Mobility Pathways:
• Within the Marton town.
• Marton – Bulls
• Marton – Hunterville
• Marton – Turakina
• Marton – Tūtaenui Reservoir
• Marton – Rangitīkei River

Long Term Partner
Service Provider Community

Tūtaenui Stream Restoration 
Society
Regional Council
Waka Kotahi
Kiwi Rail

7.2
Advocate for the trial and implementation of  
innovative public transport options that take 
advantage of emerging transport technology and 
access to the rail network.

Long Term Advocate

109



Mataroa is a small settlement only 8 minutes 
north of Taihape.
The settlement became a railway village in the early 1900s 
when the Main Trunk railway line was laid and Mataroa Tunnel 
was constructed. The railway ceased in the 1960s. 
The community has a primary school, local hall, cemetery and is next 
to the Paengaroa Scenic Reserve. 

Map-Marker		Mataroa

 MATAROA   MATAROA 

Key community priorities

• Retaining the settlement as it is now.
• Paengaroa Reserve and the Hautapu River.
• Keeping the school viable.
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Mataroa remains a rural village with strong 
connections to the Hautapu River and  
Paengaroa Reserve. 

VISION FOR

Mataroa 

Key Themes
1   Retain the village feel 

2    Community facilities  
 and connection 

3    Natural environment

Key Spatial Moves
RV   Rural Village

RV

3

2

1

M
ataroa

PAENGAROA RESERVE

HAUTAPU RIVER

Legend
District Plan Zones

 Residential Zone

 Rural Zone

Map Features

 Building Footprint

 Property Boundaries  

 Green space

 River

 Railway

 Nature Network
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1 Retain the village feel
With around 20 houses in the settlement, there is a small area 
zoned for Residential use. 
The settlement is located on land identified as Class 3 and is 
surrounded by Class 6 and 7. 

There are younger generations from families who have lived in the 
area for a long time starting to return to Mataroa. The community 
identified a desire for the settlement to remain as it is now, with 
possibly a small increase in housing.  

No significant residential growth is anticipated for the settlement, 
however, the zoning of the settlement should be reviewed. 

No land is anticipated to be required for future business, outside of 
home-based businesses.  

Priorities
 >  Retain Mataroa as a rural lifestyle village. 

Map-Marker		Mataroa	

Map-Marker		Mataroa

“Small, quiet and 
peaceful with a 
small population.”

“I moved out here 
to get away from 
town.”

Community Voice

Key Them
es

Local  
community 

facilities
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2 Community facilities and connection
Mataroa Hall and School are the heart of the community. Ensuring Mataroa School remains 
viable was identified as a challenge. 
There is the potential for an active mobility link to be developed between Mataroa and Taihape, a 
loop around the Paengaroa Reserve and Taihape Golf Course, and improvements made to the path to 
Mataroa School. The Ohakune–Taihape Cycle Trail already runs through the village, the addition of an 
active mobility pathway would support increased use of the existing trail, plus increased local use for 
shorter recreation opportunities”.

The ongoing management of the cemetery by the community is important.

Priorities
 >  Viability of Mataroa School.
 > Local recreation opportunities - Active mobility pathway 

development to support local and regional recreation 
opportunities and safety.

 > Community management of the Mataroa Cemetery

Map-Marker		Mataroa		School

"Keeping a  
school viable”

Community Voice

3 Natural environment
The Paengaroa Reserve and access to the Hautapu River were 
identified as important to protect for future generations. 

Priorities
 >  Community-led environmental restoration projects. 
 > Access to the Paengaroa Reserve and Hautapu River.

Map-Marker		Hautapu	River

“Paengaroa reserve is underutilised 
and under advertised”

Community Voice

Map-Marker		North	Island	Main	Trunk	 
Rail	Line	-	Mataroa	

Map-Marker		Paengaroa	Scenic	Reserve		

M
ataroa

Access to the 
Hautapu River

Paengaroa 
Reserve
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Action Plan

Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  

Key Stakeholders

Healthy 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

RE
TA

IN
 T

H
E 

 
VI

LL
AG

E 
FE

EL

1 1.1 Review the zoning of Mataroa village to recognise the 
area as a small rural village. Short Term Strategy / Regulation

Community
Mana whenua
Landowners

Healthy 
Communities
Connected 
Communities

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
FA

CI
LI

TI
ES

 
AN

D
 C

O
N

N
EC

TI
O

N

2

2.1

Investigate opportunities to develop active  
mobility pathways:

• Mataroa – Taihape
• Paengaroa / Taihape Golf Course loop following 

the Hautapu River. 
• To Mataroa School

Long Term Partner
Advocate

Waka Kotahi
Community
Landowners

2.2 Support continued community management of the 
Mataroa Cemetery Ongoing Supporter Community

Healthy 
Communities

N
AT

U
RA

L 
EN

VI
RO

N
M

EN
T

3

3.1 Support community restoration of the Paengaroa 
Reserve and Hautapu River. Ongoing Supporter

Regional Council
Community
Landowners
Mana whenua
Catchment Groups

3.2
Recognise the work being completed by the Rangitīkei  
catchment groups that support environmental 
improvements.

Ongoing Supporter

The	actions	identified	in	the	Action	Plan	are	not	guaranteed	to	be	developed.	Council	will	consider	which	actions	are	developed	through	 
long	term	planning	processes	and	collaboration	with	implementation	partners.
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Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  

Key Stakeholders

Healthy 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

RE
TA

IN
 T

H
E 

 
VI

LL
AG

E 
FE

EL

1 1.1 Review the zoning of Mataroa village to recognise the 
area as a small rural village. Short Term Strategy / Regulation

Community
Mana whenua
Landowners

Healthy 
Communities
Connected 
Communities

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
FA

CI
LI

TI
ES

 
AN

D
 C

O
N

N
EC

TI
O

N

2

2.1

Investigate opportunities to develop active  
mobility pathways:

• Mataroa – Taihape
• Paengaroa / Taihape Golf Course loop following 

the Hautapu River. 
• To Mataroa School

Long Term Partner
Advocate

Waka Kotahi
Community
Landowners

2.2 Support continued community management of the 
Mataroa Cemetery Ongoing Supporter Community

Healthy 
Communities

N
AT

U
RA

L 
EN

VI
RO

N
M

EN
T

3

3.1 Support community restoration of the Paengaroa 
Reserve and Hautapu River. Ongoing Supporter

Regional Council
Community
Landowners
Mana whenua
Catchment Groups

3.2
Recognise the work being completed by the Rangitīkei  
catchment groups that support environmental 
improvements.

Ongoing Supporter

Quick win <1 year  |  Short term 1 - 5 years  |  Medium term 6 - 10 years  |  Long term 10+

M
ataroa

115



Moawhango is one of the district’s 
northernmost settlements located in a quiet 
valley on the Taihape-Napier Road, part of the 
tourism corridor with the Hawke’s Bay. 
The settlement has strong dual heritage that has two Ngati 
Whitikaupeka gazetted Marae – Moawhango Marae and Te Riu O 
Puanga Marae, as well as the Whitikaupeka Whare Karakia and 
Batley’s Memorial Chapel.  

The community supports the Moawhango School and the 
Moawhango Settlers Hall which service the surrounding rural 
community. 

The settlement is currently zoned as Rural and has no  
reticulated services. 

Map-Marker		Moawhango	

 MOAWHANGO     
MOAWHANGO   
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Moawhango remains a rural settlement, with a strong 
community based on intergenerational connectedness 
and people returning home. 

VISION FOR

Moawhango   

Key Themes
1   Connection

2   Housing and jobs

Key Spatial Moves
P   Papakāinga

P

21

M
oawhango

MOAWHANGO RIVER

Legend
District Plan Zones

 Rural Zone

Map Features

 Building Footprint

 Property Boundaries  

 Green space

 River

 Nature Network
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1 Connection
The community is strongly connected to the dual history, 
culture, and environment in the Moawhango area. 
The local marae and hall are the heart of the community.  

Locals are leading environmental enhancement projects associated 
with the Moawhango River. 

Map-Marker		Whitikaupeka	Whare	Karakia	-	Moawhango		

Priorities
 > Recognise and celebrate local heritage.
 > Support community-led environmental restoration projects. 

Key Them
es

2 Housing and jobs
It is important to the community that local people stay in the 
area, and many who have left return home. 
For this to occur local housing and jobs are needed. 

Ngāti Whitikaupeka have long term aspirations for the development 
of papakāinga in the area. 

Future businesses in the area are likely to leverage off the tourism 
sector and the location on the Taihape-Napier Road. 

Moawhango also has strong connection to the job market in  
nearby Taihape.

Map-Marker		Moawhango	Marae		

Priorities
 > Enable and facilitate the development of papakāinga by 

Ngāti Whitikaupeka.
 > Support the development and establishment of local tourism 

or primary production opportunities.
 > Facilitate and encourage businesses in Taihape to provide 

jobs to those who wish to return home.

Map-Marker		Moawhango		

Map-Marker		Batley's	Memorial	Chapel		

Map-Marker		Moawhango		
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Action Plan
Quick win <1 year  |  Short term 1 - 5 years  |  Medium term 6 - 10 years  |  Long term 10+

Rangitīkei 
Priority Area 

Key 
Themes Project Timeframe Council’s 

role(s)

Project 
Partners and  
Key 
Stakeholders

Healthy 
Communities
Connected 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

LO
CA

L 
CO

N
N

EC
TI

O
N

1

1.1

Work alongside 
the community 
on projects that 
celebrate local 
heritage and 
culture.

Long 
Term Supporter Mana whenua

Community

1.2

Recognise work 
being completed 
by Ngā Puna Rau 
o Rangitīkei and 
the Rangitīkei  
sub-group 
that support 
environmental 
improvements

Ongoing Facilitation / 
Information

Mana whenua
RRCC Regional 
Council
Ngā Puna Rau 
o Rangitīkei

Healthy 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

H
O

U
SI

N
G

 A
N

D
 JO

BS

2

2.1

Review the 
District Plan 
approach for: 

• Papakāinga 
development.  

• Rural tourism 
activities  

Medium 
Term

Strategy / 
Regulation

Mana whenua
Te Puni Kokiri
Regional 
Council 
Landowners
Tourism 
businesses

2.2

Facilitate and 
support the 
development 
of local tourism 
business 
opportunities.

Medium 
Term

Facilitation / 
Information 
Strategy / 
Regulation

Mana whenua

M
oawhango

The	actions	identified	in	the	Action	Plan	are	not	guaranteed	to	be	developed.	Council	will	consider	which	actions	are	developed	through	 
long	term	planning	processes	and	collaboration	with	implementation	partners.
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Ōhingaiti is in the middle of the Rangitīkei on a 
large terrace above the Rangitīkei River. 
State Highway 1 and the Main Trunk Line run through  
the settlement. 
Ōhingaiti has a community hall, the McIntyre Reserve and a  
local pub. 

The Makohine Viaduct viewing area is located to the south of  
the settlement.

Map-Marker		Ōhingaiti	

 ŌHINGAITI  
ŌHINGAITI

Key community priorities

• Town beautification. 
• Growth opportunities.
• Community facilities. 

Community 
events

Safe  
community

Clean river
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Ōhingaiti is a green, safe and quiet little town,  
with a well-used town hall, café, pub and sports club.

VISION FOR

Ohingaiti 

Key themes
1   Recreation and 

 community facilities

2    Housing

3    Business

Key Spatial Moves
RV    Rural Village

RV

2

1

3

hingaiti 

Legend
District Plan Zones

 Residential Zone

 Commercial Zone

 Rural Zone

Map Features

 Building Footprint

 Property Boundaries  

 Green space

 River

 Railway

 State Highways

 Nature Network

RANGITĪKEI RIVER
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1 Recreation and community facilities 
Ōhingaiti has close access to the Rangitīkei River. 
McIntyre Reserve is the hub of recreation activities for the community. The community hall is not well-used, 
but has potential for becoming a key community asset. 

Residents are concerned about the safety of the turn into Otara Road for people travelling north. This road 
is well used including by the Hunterville School bus as well as by people trying to access McIntyre Reserve.

“McIntyre Reserve is 
important. It hosts 
a fantastic event 
every year with the 
Ōhingaiti sports.”

Community Voice

Priorities
 > Support community-led management and development of the McIntyre Reserve. 
 > Enabling the use and development of the community hall.
 > Connection with the Rangitīkei River.

Key Them
es

2 Housing
Ōhingaiti has around 20 houses, with a small area zoned for 
Residential use. There are several vacant sections through  
the village. 
The settlement and the surrounding environment is identified ass 
Class 2 land, with Class 6 hills located to the north.  

There are no reticulated services. 

The community has an openness for the development of more 
houses in the settlement. Antisocial behaviour and untidy/run-down 
sections were identified as challenges. 

Ōhingaiti is not identified as a future residential growth area for the 
following reasons:

• The sites surrounding the settlement are on Class 2 soils and are 
part of large farming operations. 

• There are no reticulated services available. 
• There are vacant residential sections available for growth.

Priorities
 > Development of vacant sections.
 > Retaining the rural village lifestyle.

Map-Marker		McIntyre	Reserve	

Map-Marker		Ōhingaiti	

“More housing - also 
upgrading the run 
down houses that 
are sitting on land 
and not being used.”

Community Voice
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3 Business
Ōhingaiti has a pub and truck stop that is the heart of  
the community. 
The settlement currently has a commercial zone. The extent of this 
zone needs to be reviewed to ensure the extent matches underlying 
land uses in the area. 

Boutique accommodation, tourism and a trade hub were identified 
by the community as future business growth opportunities. 

Map-Marker		Onslow	Street	West	-	Ōhingaiti

Map-Marker		SH1	-	Ōhingaiti

“A quaint little town with a lot of 
community pride”

Community Voice

Priorities
 > Support local business development. 
 > Enhancing town beautification and storytelling of  

local history.

hingaiti 
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Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  

Key Stakeholders

Healthy 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

RE
CR

EA
TI

O
N

 A
N

D
  

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
FA

CI
LI

TI
ES

1

1.1 Support the community in the development of the 
McIntyre Reserve. Long Term Supporter

Community
McIntyre Reserve Management 
Committee

1.2
Support community-led redevelopment of the 
community hall when it becomes a priority for the 
community.

Long Term Supporter Community

1.3
Improve the connection between Ōhingaiti and the 
Rangitīkei River by the development of a green corridor 
between the settlement and the River. 

Long Term Service Provider
Partner

Waka Kotahi
Regional Council
Mana whenua
Community 
Landowners
Department of Conservation

1.4 Advocate for the installation of a right hand turning bay 
for Otara Road, Ōhingaiti. Ongoing Advocate Waka Kotahi

Community

Healthy 
Communities

H
O

U
SI

N
G

2 2.1 Review the zoning of Ōhingaiti to recognise the area as 
a rural village. Short Term Strategy / Regulation

Community
Mana whenua
Landowners

Thriving 
Communities

B
U

SI
N

ES
S

3

3.1
Investigate the appropriateness of the extent of 
the commercial zone to ensure properties that are 
commercial in nature are zoned correctly.

Medium Term Strategy / Regulation

Mana whenua
Landowners
Community
Waka Kotahi
Regional Council

3.2 Support community-led beautification and storytelling 
initiatives Medium Term Supporter

Action Plan

The	actions	identified	in	the	Action	Plan	are	not	guaranteed	to	be	developed.	Council	will	consider	which	actions	are	developed	through	 
long	term	planning	processes	and	collaboration	with	implementation	partners.
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Rangitīkei 
Priority Area Key Themes Project Timeframe Council’s role(s) Project Partners and  

Key Stakeholders

Healthy 
Communities
Unique 
Communities

RE
CR

EA
TI

O
N

 A
N

D
  

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
FA

CI
LI

TI
ES

1

1.1 Support the community in the development of the 
McIntyre Reserve. Long Term Supporter

Community
McIntyre Reserve Management 
Committee

1.2
Support community-led redevelopment of the 
community hall when it becomes a priority for the 
community.

Long Term Supporter Community

1.3
Improve the connection between Ōhingaiti and the 
Rangitīkei River by the development of a green corridor 
between the settlement and the River. 

Long Term Service Provider
Partner

Waka Kotahi
Regional Council
Mana whenua
Community 
Landowners
Department of Conservation

1.4 Advocate for the installation of a right hand turning bay 
for Otara Road, Ōhingaiti. Ongoing Advocate Waka Kotahi

Community

Healthy 
Communities

H
O

U
SI

N
G

2 2.1 Review the zoning of Ōhingaiti to recognise the area as 
a rural village. Short Term Strategy / Regulation

Community
Mana whenua
Landowners

Thriving 
Communities

B
U

SI
N

ES
S

3

3.1
Investigate the appropriateness of the extent of 
the commercial zone to ensure properties that are 
commercial in nature are zoned correctly.

Medium Term Strategy / Regulation

Mana whenua
Landowners
Community
Waka Kotahi
Regional Council

3.2 Support community-led beautification and storytelling 
initiatives Medium Term Supporter

Quick win <1 year  |  Short term 1 - 5 years  |  Medium term 6 - 10 years  |  Long term 10+

hingaiti 
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Ōhotu is a small lifestyle settlement, just off 
State Highway 1, north of Utiku.
The Hautapu River runs to the west of the settlement which 
has around ten houses.  
The village was originally surveyed in 1869 as Torere Village, and 
became known as Ōhotu in the 1920’s. 

The area previously had access to the Ōhotu railway station, located 
across the Hautapu River, which closed in 1959.

The settlement has a community hall which is not well used. 

Map-Marker		Ōhotu
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Ōhotu remains a small rural village. 
VISION FOR

Ohotu

Key Themes
1   Retain as a rural village

Key Spatial Moves
RV    Rural village

RV

1

hotu

HAUTAPU RIVER

Legend
District Plan Zones

 Rural Zone

Map Features

 Building Footprint

 Property Boundaries  

 Green space

 River

 Railway

 State Highways

 Nature Network
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1 Retain as a rural village
Ōhotu is a small rural village located on a strip of Class 2 land 
that runs along the Hautapu River.
The area has no reticulated services and is currently zoned as Rural.  

The village has a community hall which is not well used, but has the 
potential to become a community hub.

No significant residential or lifestyle growth is anticipated for the 
settlement. 

Map-Marker		Ōhotu	

Priorities
 > Retain Ōhotu as a rural lifestyle village. 

Key Them
es

Map-Marker		Ōhotu	
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Action Plan
Quick win <1 year  |  Short term 1 - 5 years  |  Medium term 6 - 10 years  |  Long term 

10+

Rangitīkei 
Priority Area 

Key 
Themes Project Timeframe Council’s 

role(s)

Project 
Partners and  
Key 
Stakeholders

Healthy 
Communities

RE
TA

IN
 A

S 
A 

RU
RA

L 
VI

LL
AG

E

1

1.1
Consider whether 
Rural zoning is 
appropriate for 
Ōhotu.

Short 
Term

Strategy / 
Regulation

Community
Mana whenua
Waka Kotahi

1.2
Encourage 
community-led 
management of 
the local hall.

Medium 
Term

Facilitation / 
Information 

Community
Mana whenua

hotu

The	actions	identified	in	the	Action	Plan	are	not	guaranteed	to	be	developed.	Council	will	consider	which	actions	are	developed	through	 
long	term	planning	processes	and	collaboration	with	implementation	partners.
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The Ngāti Tamakōpiri rohe extends from north 
of Taihape through to the east of Ruapehu, with 
some areas core Tamakōpiri rohe, and others 
shared with Ngāti Whitikaupeka and in the 
north west some shared areas with Ngāti Rangi. 
Opaea marae was a historic stop for iwi travelling through the 
Central North Island. It sits between two major lands of the rohe 
of Ngāti Tamakōpiri – the Awarua and Motukawa blocks. 
Historically given the location on key routes through the North 
Island, the Ngāti Tamakōpiri people were often caught up in 
confrontations and some hapū groups moved as was common 
practice at those times for safety or to strengthen other Iwi alliances 
to areas outside of the Tamakōpiri rohe. In particular, regular 
movement occured between Taihape and Turangi. This migration 
means the Waiouru Military area is also an area of significance for 
Ngāti Tamakopiri for this area provided the paths for travel, hunting 
and gathering to sustain Ngāti Tamakōpiri people.

Ngāti Tamakōpiri is currently going through Treaty Settlement claims 
as part of Mokai Patea Nui Tonu, which is a key focus as part of 
ensuring long term wellbeing. 

Map-Marker		Opaea	/	Kaiewe

OPAEA / KAIEWE
OPAEA / KAIEWE

Biodiversity

Identity 

Wai (Water)
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