
 

Phone: 06 327 0090  |  Email: info@rangitikei.govt.nz  |  www.rangitikei.govt.nz 

  

 
 
 
 

RĀTANA COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING 
 

Date: Tuesday, 11 February 2025 

Time: 6.30pm 

Venue: Ture Tangata Office 
Ihipera-Koria Street 
Rātana Pa 
 

 

Present 

 

Mr Charlie Mete 
Ms Grace Taiaroa  
Ms Whetu Hamahona 
HWTM Andy Watson 
 
 

In attendance Ms Kezia Spence, Governance Advisor 
Ms Melanie Bovey, Manager- Heritage and Culture 
Ms Katrina Gray, Manager Strategy and Development  
Mr Te Rino Rapana, Rātana Church Committee  
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1 Whakamoemiti 

Mr Te Rino Rapana spoke the whakamoemiti at 6.26pm 

2 Apologies  

The apologies were received from Cr Hiroa, Nepia and Whetu late.  

3 Public Forum 

There was no public forum.  

4 Conflict of Interest Declarations 

There were no conflicts of interest declared.  

5 Confirmation of Order of Business   

Item 9.1 Rātana Road Naming was moved to the beginning of the agenda.  

6 Confirmation of Minutes 

Resolved minute number   25/RCB/001 

That the minutes of Rātana Community Board Meeting held on 8 October 2024 without amendment  
be taken as read and verified as an accurate and correct record of the meeting,  and that the 
electronic signature of the Chair of this Committee be added to the official minutes document as a 
formal record.  

 Mr C Mete/Ms W Hamahona. Carried 

7 Follow-up Actions 

 

7.1 Follow-up Action Items from Ratana Community Board Meetings 

The board returned to this item after 9.1 Ratana Road Renaming- Submission. Ms Hamahona left 
the meeting at this item at 7.01pm  

Item 1 

Ms Bovey undertook to look at the corrosion of the road with Ruth after the meeting.  

Resolved minute number   25/RCB/002 

That the report ‘Follow-up Action Items from Ratana Community Board Meetings’ be received. 

.Mr C Mete/Ms G Taiaroa. Carried 
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8 Chair’s Report 

8.1 Chair's Report - February 2025 

Item 5- Urupa upgrades  

Mr Mete with officers about extending the berms at the urupa. This work will begin next Monday, 
currently the site is nearing full capacity and therefore looking at extension. This will mean 
engagement with landowners in the area. Council will continue to hold off on pre purchases and 
only have available for burials.  

The Mayor asked if the reason for high demand is due to the cheap costs of the urupa. The board 
didn’t believe so, there are a number of people who are affiliated to Rātana throughout the country.  

Resolved minute number   25/RCB/003 

That the Chair’s Report – February 2025 be received. 

 Mr C Mete/Ms G Taiaroa. Carried 
 

9 Reports for Decision 

9.1 Rātana Road Renaming – Submission 

Ms Hamahona arrived 6.55pm at the end of this item. The Mayor did not take part in the 
conversation during this item.  

Rātana road naming was moved to the beginning of the meeting and was introduced by Ms Gray.  

The board discussed the submission from Mr Taiaroa and discussed the meaning of Papa Koura. It 
was confirmed that the name comes from the Rātana Valley where the freshwater crayfish were 
caught. Mr Te Rino Rapana undertook that he will follow up the Rātana Church Committee to write 
a letter in support of the name Papa Kōura. This formal letter will support the name and that the 
board has followed the correct process.  

The Board noted that Mr Taiaroa will speak at Council at the end of the month Council meeting 
regarding his submission.  

Ms Taiaroa noted that Mr Taiaroa is Ms Taiaroa’s mothers brother.   

The board discussed that they wanted to have the least number of affected properties was the 
preferred option and therefore the rural area residents was the preferred option. The board noted 
that Mr Mete and Ms Taiaroa have met with the property owners along the road.  

 

The board asked for clarity for the process and that deliberations for this will be at the March Council 
meeting, which will include any background information, submissions and the recommendation 
from the board. The Mayor will take part in these conversations and the decision process.  
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Ms Gray answered questions that letters were sent to the addresses of rate payers for those 
properties directly impacts and this may be the reason for some people not receiving addressed 
letters.  

Resolved minute number   25/RCB/004 

That the report Rātana Road Renaming - Submission be received.  

Mr C Mete/Ms G Taiaroa. Carried 

Resolved minute number   25/RCB/005 

That the Rātana Community Board recommend to Council in relation to the renaming of Rātana 
Road to Papa Koura.  

Ms G Taiaroa/Ms W Hamahona. Carried HWTM abstained. HWTM did not say anything during 
discussion of this item 

 

9.2 Mayor's Report - 12 December 2024 

The Mayor noted the number of tangi in the district as of late, especially that of Dame Tariana Turia. 
The Mayor also congratulated the board and those involved with the Rātana celebrations that were 
recently held.  

The Mayor highlighted the new Chief Executive for council is Carol Gordon and that this will take 
place officially on the 01 March, eventually she will attend a  board meeting in person and introduce 
herself to the members.  

Local Water Done Well is underway and Council will be engaging with  consultation shortly, the 
preferred option is the a CCO with Whanganui and Ruapehu District Councils. There is the risk that 
the Department of Internal Affairs may not agree with the preferred approach and could step. The 
Mayor noted that the board make-up has not happened yet and what this will look like for iwi.   

Resolved minute number   25/RCB/006 

That the Mayor’s Report – 12 December 2024 be accepted. 

Mr C Mete/Ms G Taiaroa. Carried 
 

10 Reports for Information 

10.1 Cemetery Update - February 2025 

The report was taken as read.  

Resolved minute number   25/RCB/007 

That the report ‘Cemetery Update –February 2025’ be received. 

 Mr C Mete/Ms G Taiaroa. Carried 
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10.2 Update on Te Rōpū Ahi Kā Komiti 

Rōpū Ahi Kā meeting was cancelled and therefore no update is available.  

 

10.3 Lake Waipu Improvement and Ratana Wastewater Treatment Project - Update 

The report was taken as read  

Resolved minute number   25/RCB/008 

That the report ‘Lake Waipu Improvement and Ratana Wastewater Treatment Project – Update’ be 
received. 

 Mr C Mete/Ms G Taiaroa. Carried 
 

10.4 Consultation Tracker – December 

The report was taken as read.  

Resolved minute number   25/RCB/009 

That the report ‘Consultation Tracker - December’ be received.  

 Mr C Mete/Ms G Taiaroa. Carried 
 

10.5 Funding Schemes Update - February 2025 

Ms Taiaroa noted the rates rebate there should be a reminder for those who have previously 
applied. His Worship they Mayor noted that there are people struggling and do not know that the 
rebate exists.   

Resolved minute number   25/RCB/010 

That the Funding Schemes Update – February 2025 be received. 

 Mr C Mete/Ms G Taiaroa. Carried 
 
The meeting closed at 7.27pm  

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ratana Community Board held on 8 April 2025. 

 

................................................... 

Chairperson 


